
Jesus Commends John the Baptist - 8/16/20
(Matthew 11:7-15)

I. What ___________ John ____________? - v.7-11a

1) John was a _________________ - v.7-9

People went out of their way to hear John _____________ 
declare __________ revealed to him ______________ by God.  

2) John was _________________ a _______________ - v.9-10

John was so special that other ___________ like __________ 
and _____________ made _______________ about ________. 
He was the one predicted to _____________ Christ as His 
_________________ in Malachi 3:1.

3) _____ OT saint was _____________ than _________ - v.11a

_____________ gave us the __________, but John showed us 
the ____________. John was “greater” because his prophecy 
about Christ was _____________ and more _______________ 
than anyone ______________ him.

II. Why is John Not ___________ Than _____ Believers? - v.11

Though John ________________ the ________ and ________, 
apparently he was still _______________ of the full kingdom.
The ____________ one in the kingdom is ________________ 
than John because they live in a time of _______________  
___________________. They know that _____________ in 
Jesus’ _____________ gives them _____________________.
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Our ________________ of __________ and His ___________ is 
____________ than John’s because we have the ________.

III. What is the _______________ in __________?

Two possible interpretations of v.12:

1) It is ________________ to Christ’s kingdom - Luke 7:29-30

2) It is Christ’s kingdom  __________________

V.12 has also been translated as “has been _______________ 

______________ . . . _____________ men lay _________ of it” 

and means to advance Christ’s kingdom by _____________ 

proclaiming ____________ in the ____________ of God with a 

__________________ to ______________ the ___________.

The Gospel requires we take a _________________ approach 

like John, even though some may be ________________ by it.  

IV. Was _________ the ____________  ___________? - v.13-15

Malachi 4:5-6 - Since the ___________ of Jews ____________ 

Jesus, _________ will return in the ______________ (Rev. 11).
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